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Project to Promote Sinhala Unicode, Internet
Journalism and Sinhala Blogging

Press Conference
21 May 2009
At Royal College Auditorium

Participation
Athula Pushpakumara - Program Head. Communications & Media (ICTA)
Priyanka Ariyasumana - Project Officer (ICTA)

Upali Gunasekara - Principal (Royal College)

Indra Madugoda - Mistress In Charge. Sinhala Language and Literary Unit

(Royal College)
Supun Sudaraka - Project Officer (Royal College)
Lakpathy Wijesekara - Chairman. Sinhala Language and Literary Unit

(Royal College)

Lahiru Wickramasinghe - Secretary. Sinhala Language and Literary Unit
(Royal College)

Sinhala Language and Literary Unit of Royal College understands and undertakes the
national task of empowering the present generation of students with Information
Technology, journalism and Sinhala language skills, in an era in which, our mother
language is on a decline due to lack of proper use.

Inheriting a profound educational tradition among Sri Lankan schools, Royal College
is already providing a wide range of services to her students through information
technology. Among current projects, Student Information Centre
(www.inforoyal.com) enriches the inter-relationship between the students, parernst
and the school.

LE ROYALE (www.leroyale.tv), the official YouTube channel of Royal college
distributes various video clips of all important events of the College. In addition, it
conducts live web-casts of sports events and other activities.

With such a rich background in information technology, Royal College now
collaborates with Information and Communication Technology Agency in the effort
of spreading and promoting the values of information technology to other schools.



Project to Promote Sinhala Unicode, Internet
Journalism and Sinhala Blogging

A blog competition will be held as a part of the literary day festival organized by the
Sinhala Language and Literary Unit of Royal College. This event is sponsored by
Information and Communication Technology Agency to mark the Year of
Information Technology 2009. Evaluating and appraising Sinhala language bloggers,
introducing new bloggers to Sinhala blogosphere, promoting Sinhala Unicode and
Internet journalism are the key objectives of the event.

Competition will be held from June to August 2009 with participation of Individual
students, schools and Nenasala centres island wide. Sinhala Language and Literary
Unit of Royal College is prepared to provide necessary technical assistance to all
participants. An initial workshop will be conducted for the participating schools and
further workshops will be conducted at various locations through our representatives.

School Division

School division will be held in collaboration with Sinhala Language and Literary
Units of participating schools. Each school will be given a sub-domain of our official
website www.sahithya.lk and they will be asked to update and maintain their websites
(blogs) using Sinhala Unicode. Winning school will receive special awards from our
sponsors. Students who wish to compete as individual bloggers must join the open
division competition.

Open Division

Individuals who are over the age of 12 are eligible to compete in the open division.
Winners of open division will be awarded under following categories :

Best blog

Best personal blog (blogs that document personal thoughts and daily events)
Best humour blog (blogs filled with laughter and humor)

Best entertainment blog

e cinema

e cOomputer games
e music

o television

Best tech blog

Best science blog

Best educational blog

Best literature blog

Blog with best grammatical skills

Blog with highest reader appraisal and comments
Best group blog



Nenasala Division

This division will be conducted in collaboration with Nanasala centres around the
island with participation of Nenasala members. One blog from each Nenasala centre
will be added to the competition. Nenasala administrators will be asked to publish
creative works done by creative writers who live in respective regions through these
blogs. Winning Nenasala centre will receive special awards.

For further information, contact:

Supun Sudaraka 071 806 4010
Lakpathi Wijesekara 077 948 3530



